Columbia River Basin, UNST 113A, CRN 73781 

Spring term, 2007, TR 8-9:15, CH 103

Dr. Greg Jacob, 725-3572 (campus); 681-8397 (home); jacobg@pdx.edu
Office Hours: M-R 1:30-2:30, NH 409

Shela Perrin, peer mentor; shela@pdx.edu
Texts:  The Pacific Northwest by Don Schwantes


  Salmon Nation by EcoTrust


  River Song by Craig Lesley

Description: During fall and winter terms we focused on geology, history, environment, and social/ethnic issues. Spring term our activities will focus on several field trips, community-based projects connected to Columbia River Basin issues, a personal resource (eco-footprint) audit, course readings, and the year-end portfolio. 

Freshman Inquiry Goals: By the end of spring term, your electronic portfolio will show evidence of meeting five UNST goals: 1) demonstrating satisfactory progress in writing and oral communication; 2) demonstrating an ability to use descriptive statistics and display data using appropriate charts and graphs; 3) questioning assumptions and scrutinizing evidence; 4) showing an understanding of different ethnic, cultural, and environmental perspectives; 5) understanding the personal implications of ethical judgment and the expectations of social responsibility.

Class Procedure: On several occasions you will be out in the field doing work on your community based project.  Check syllabus to see when we do not have regularly scheduled class at 8 am.  As in the previous two terms, you can expect writing prompts and quizzes over the assigned readings. If you cannot attend class, please notify Shela or me in advance, and that way you can make up any missed in-class work without a late penalty. 

Evaluation: 

Electronic portfolio, 35 percent.

Community-based project, 20 percent.

Resource audit, 15 percent.

Course readings, assignments, quizzes, 30 percent.

Presentation Portfolio: Your electronic portfolio should have an artistic cover page, a table of contents with pagination, a reflective essay (three-four pages) on the year's activities, and four sections addressing the major goals with an introductory page beginning each section. Within each section include appropriate material, such as the research paper, essays, journal entries, homework assignments, material from in-class activities, charts and graphs, and any quantitative exercises.

Resource Audit: Complete the personal resource audit during one week. Make four graphs that summarize your eco-footprint (one each for water, electricity, transportation, and garbage). Also write a two-page reflective essay about the overall results of your project and your own ecological footprint. Due May 3.
Service Project: After doing some preliminary research, select an organization and volunteer for a service or community-based project. Write a three page expository essay that describes the organization, its goals, the work you performed, and a brief evaluation of the experience. Due May 24.
Earth Day activities at PSU, April 22; Amy Spring: springa@pdx.edu; 5-5582

SOLV, 844-9571

Interfaith Network for Earth Concerns, 244-8318

Johnson Creek Watershed Council, 652-7477

Willamette River Keepers, 223-6418

Tualatin River Keepers, 620-7507

Pacific Rivers Council, 228-3555

Friends of Zenger Farms, 282-4245

Friends of Trees, 282-8846, www.friendsoftrees.org

Friends of Smith and Bybee Lakes

Friends of Forest Park, 223-5449

Friends of Tryon Creek State Park, 636-4398, Stephanie@TryonFriends.org

Friends of Service and Seasonal Workers, 231-4826

OSPIRG, 725-4500, www.ospirgstudents.org

Bark, 331-0374, www.bark-out.org

Audubon Society of Oregon, 292-6855, www.audobonportland.org

Northwest Earth Institute, 227-2807

Bureau of Environmental Services, Portland, susanb@bes.ci.portland.or.us

Columbia Basin Institute, 222-6541

Friends of Columbia River Gorge, 241-3762

Oregon Natural Resource Council (ONRC), 283-6343

Oregon Environmental Council (OEC), 222-1963

Sierra Club, Oregon Chapter, 238-0442; Columbia Group, 231-0507

Waterwatch of Oregon, 295-0442

Wetlands Conservancy, 691-1394

Lower Columbia River Estuary Program, 226-1565

NW Steelheaders Association, 653-4176

Oregon Trout, 222-9091

Wild Salmon Center, 222-1804

Syllabus, spring 2007

Date

Reading/class activity 



Assignment

	April 3

April 5
	Class overview; pass out syllabus; return

Research paper.

pp. 44-85 in Salmon Nation
	quiz

	Apr 10

Apr 12
	Ch 22, The Pacific Northwest
Water cycle

Personal Resource Audit//Earth Day
	Rewrite of research

Paper is due 4/12. 

	Apr 17

Apr 19
	Tour of EcoTrust Building

Work on CBL project (in lieu of class)
	Arrive at 8:30 am, 721 NW 9th

	Apr 24

Apr 26
	Jeff Hammarlund lecture, 7 pm, 294 SMU

Dave Kliewer, Env. Engineer for BES
	Turn in notes after

the lecture



	May 1

May 3
	Work on CBL project (in lieu of class)

Work on CBL project (in lieu of class)
	Resource Audit and

essay due May 3

	May 5
	Tour of Bonneville Dam, 1 pm
	Field trip

	May 8

May 10
	“Find Someone Who”/Becki Ingersoll, 

UASC

Lauren Schatz’ father to speak to class
	

	May 15

May 17
	River Song by Craig Lesley

River Song by Craig Lesley
	quiz

quiz/no mentor class

	May 22

May 24
	No class

Service project essay due/oral reports
	no mentor class



	May 26
	Columbia Sternwheeler, 2 pm
	River Cruise

	May 29

May 31
	Epilogue, The Pacific Northwest
Portfolio presentation
	

	June 2
	Hike Horsetail Falls, 10 am
	Field trip

	June 5

June 7
	Portfolio presentation

Portfolio presentation
	


